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‘Errant Soviet missile
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fired from submarine

7 Joan

By Roger Fontaine
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Soviet cruise missile that
violated Norwegian and Finnish
airspace 10 days ago was launched
from a submarine and designed to
simulate an incoming U.S. cruise
missile, according to U.S. intelli-
gence sources.

[t was to serve as a target for
local naval forces on exercises in
the Barents Sea, the sources said.

But the missile, an obsolescent
S§S-N-3 and an older version of the
cruise missile currently carried by
submarines and cruisers, was not

‘responsible for the tncident.

shot down as planned, and it headed
in the wrong direction,
Morcover, according to these
same sources, the naval exercise
O RS P Seprye .
commandc.ri ailed to inform-Soviet

auxlmrilnl\'c Jane’s Weapons Sys- I

tems.

The SS-N-3 misstle is carried by
three older types of Soviet subma-
rines, code-named the Whiskey
Long-hin, the Julictt, and Echo [
class. Analyvsts are not certain
whither the stray Soviet missile
was fired from a submerged vessel
or from the surface.

Y S—intelligence—anatysts=also~|,
believe the incident ndicates the.|

air defense, including misstle and?

continued low state of rcadiness of

aircrafli {units? of the errant'cruise

Soviet air delense — a_moblcn

missie-—-a,faiture"which resultcd,

insever¢teprimands being handed

xposed.by-lwo-earlier-intr
of=Sovict airspace by Korean jet

but by Moscow to the olficers

airliners in 1978 and 1983 They

——

“U:Sintelligencealso reports that
there is no evidence of the missile,
NATO code-named Shaddock,
being armed with a nuclear war-
head. The Shaddock, however, can
carry a warhead with a yield of 350
kilotons, according to the

also_belicve the incident demon-,
strates that Soviet air dcfcn.sc.Ais_;‘
unable.to-react-to-unexpected sit-~

dations.—*
U.s. in(cllig(.ncc also indica(cs

see MlSSthb page 8A
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(fot 20 minutes and reached a maxi-;
fmum altitudc of 4,000 meters (a lit-|

tle morcthantwo miles), indicating
the missile was not following its
designed capability of closely hug-
ging the ground to escape radar
detection — a leading characteris-
tic of cruise missiles. If it did land
in Finland's Lake Inari, then the
Soviet rocket reached its maximum
range of some 250 miles.

U.S.intelligence also believes the
Shaddock was not a“classic drone,”
as depicted in the Soviet apology
issued Friday, although it was
meant to be a target missile.

While the Soviets expressed
regrets, reflecting their desire to
downplay the affaironthe eve of the
opening of arms-control talks, they
referred to the SS-N-3toas “winged
target”and not a missile. Moreover,
they did not confirm that the flight
violated Norwegian and Finnish air
space.

The Shaddock is the largest of
the Soviet cruise missiles and has
been in service, according to
Jance’s, for approximately a decade.
It has been steadily modified, and
canbe launched from submarineor
surfacc ships.

Amcrican intelligence, which
tracked the missile's path over the
Kola peninsula and then Norway
and finally Finland, is still not sure .
what went wrong.
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